PART IV
THE FAR EAST
(i) Introductory Note
in the region comprised in the Far East and the Pacific, a survey of
international affairs in 1933, as in previous years, has three necessary
aspects: first, a record of local international relations within the
limits of the area; second, an account of the repercussions of these
regional events upon the life of the World at large; and, third, some
notice of the internal affairs of certain countries within the region,
in so far as an appreciation of these domestic events may be indis-
pensable for an understanding of the international affairs in which
these countries are implicated.
In this year, as in previous years, the two countries whose internal
histories come into question most prominently are China and Japan;
but, as between the two, there is a significant change of emphasis.
From an international standpoint, the internal affairs of China now
recede into the background, and it is the internal life of Japan that
now claims the major part of the observer's attention. The internal
affairs of the Philippine Islands also demand attention, on account
of their bearing upon the prospect of a loosening, or even a severance,
of the existing ties between the Philippines and the United States;
for this severance, if it eventually occurred, could hardly fail to have
an important effect upon the balance of power in the Pacific.
In the field of regional international relations, Sino-Japanese hosti-
lities and Russo-Japanese tension both still play a prominent part;
but, in 1933, the importance of Sino-Japanese hostilities dwindles,
for the time being, to vanishing-point after the armistice that follows
the Japanese conquest of Jehol, whereas the Russo-Japanese tension
threatens to break out into war. Moreover, in this field, Russo-
American and Japanese-American relations begin, in 1933, to play
a more important part. The establishment of diplomatic relations
between the United States and the U.S.S.R., and the outbreak of
competition in naval construction (albeit within the limits of existing
treaties) between the United States and Japan, are two of the out-
standing events of the year.
Finally, in the world-wide field, the year 1933 sees the effects of
Japanese militancy ramifying far and wide, and this on the economic
as well as on the military and political planes. On the political plane,
the Sino-Japanese conflict in the Far East leads at last, at Geneva,
to a formal condemnation of Japan as the aggressor—a verdict to

